
Librada “Lily” Cantú
Inclusive Playground
Master Plan
Community Meeting (Virtual) #1

FOR ALL!

Welcome! We’ll begin shortly!



Welcome!

For anyone who is hearing impaired, we have provided an American Sign Language 
Interpreter to this call and will remain on screen throughout the presentation. 

This session is being recorded, and recording will be uploaded to the Inclusive Playground 
project page at www.discussdenton.com

Ways to participate in today’s meeting

Q&A: (Preferred) Type your question into the Q/A 
feature located at the bottom of your zoom screen.

Chat:  Add comments or responses using the Chat 
box in a pop-out window. 

1) Project Team
2) Project Information & Goals
3) Site Analysis
4) About Lily Cantú & Theme
5) Engagement & Project Timeline 
6) Q/A

Today’s Agenda



Meet Our Project Team

Denton County MHMR, UNT, TWU, Denton ISD, Lewisville ISD, Lake Dallas 
DISD, Cook’s Children, Texas Health, United Way, Denton Park & 
Beautification Board Member, Denton Committee on Persons with 
Disabilities Board member, Occupational & Recreation Therapists

Focus Group

Project Consultant 
in consultation with 

STAR Institute for Sensory Processing

Parks & Recreation Staff

Librada “Lily” Rose Cantú Immediate Family (Siblings)



INCLUSIVE MEANS EVERYONE

A UNIVERSALLY DESIGNED, SENSORY-RICH ENVIRONMENT THAT ENABLES 

ALL CHILDREN TO DEVELOP PHYSICALLY, SOCIALLY, AND EMOTIONALLY IN 

THE SAME SPACE. 

What is an Inclusive Playground?

By law, all playgrounds must be ADA compliant, but they are all not necessarily Inclusive. An Inclusive playground takes into account physical, 

intellectual, and sensory disabilities.

1 in  6 children have one or more developmental disabilities (CDC)

1 in  4 adults live with a disability (CDC)

92% of disabilities are not visible (CDC)



Community Engagement
January 2022  Parks, Recreation, and Trails System Master Plan 

October 2022  Parks received funding to hire design consultant

Spring 2023  Design Consultant hired

November 2023 Bond Program Proposition C Passed
    Issued 3.45M towards construction of Project

 







Project Goals

1. Design for a wide range of ages and abilities allowing all visitors to participate in play

2. Incorporate sensory-rich play elements while remaining mindful of potentially overstimulating stimuli

3. Provide close proximity to comforts and conveniences (i.e. shade, bathrooms, drinking fountains)

4. Provide sufficient accessible parking and pathway circulation

5. Engage local resources to inform playground design decisions 

6. Design with project phasing in mind

7. Craft a plan for adequate site maintenance and staffing

FOR ALL!











About Librada “Lily” Rose Cantú

• The renaming of the playground was adopted by 
City Council in 2022

“Lily always walked with bravery, kindness, and love”- Mari Cantú

In Summer 2023, Mesa Design and Parks and Recreation met with the family to learn more about her 

story and ways to honor her legacy on the playground.

In Winter 2024, based on feedback received, Mesa Design & Parks and Recreation met with the 

family to introduce conceptual illustrations and feedback on a design. Ultimately, the family 

supported and felt the following theme represented Lily the best.

• Lily grew up in Denton, and spent much time out at 
the North Lakes Playground with her family

• Lily grew a passion for helping kids from all 
backgrounds, which led her to volunteer at a home 
for medically fragile children in Peru

• Lily’s family remembers her as someone with 
humility, open mind, and always willing to help



PROPOSED THEME APPROVED 
BY CANTÚ FAMILY 





YOUR 
Opinion
Matters

YOUR 
INPUT IS
NEEDED

Please take our survey: 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/DentonInclusivePlayground

Follow this project on Discuss Denton:
www.discussdenton.com/lily-cantu-inclusive-playground-master-plan

FOR ALL!HELP US BRING

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DentonInclusivePlayground
https://www.discussdenton.com/lily-cantu-inclusive-playground-master-plan


Project Timeline & Next Steps

Public Engagement
Spring - Summer 2024

Seek Final Adoption
Fall 2024

Start Construction 
Documentation 

Fall 2024

Bid Project & Start 
Construction 

Spring/Summer 2025

Grand Opening 
Summer 2026

Subject to change pending weather, or any other related design or construction delays

March 28 – Virtual Community Meeting

April 1 – Park Board Meeting

April 11 – Committee on Persons w/ Disabilities

April TBD– In-Person Community Meeting

May/June TBD – Council Session

Attend Events & Issue Survey



FOR ALL!

For Your Time!

Thank You!

Questions?


