
CITY OF DENTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
April 6, 2020 

After determining that a quorum was present, the City Council of the City of Denton, Texas 
convened in an Emergency Special Meeting on Monday, April6, 2020, at 3:09p.m. in the Council 
Work Session Room at City Hall, 215 E. McKinney Street, Denton, Texas. 

PRESENT: Mayor Chris Watts, Mayor Pro Tern Gerard Hudspeth and Council Members Keely 
Briggs, Jesse Davis, John Ryan, Deb Armintor, and Paul Meltzer 

ABSENT: None 

Also present were City Manager Todd Hileman and City Attorney Aaron Leal 

Note: Mayor Chris Watts, Mayor Pro Tern Gerard Hudspeth, and Council Members Keely 
Briggs, Jesse Davis, John Ryan, Deb Armintor and Paul Meltzer participated in closed 
meeting, work session, and special called meeting via teleconference under the provisions 
allowed by the Texas Government Code Section 551.127. 

The posted agenda noted the registration process for public participation at this virtual 
meeting. While citizen commentary received via the online registration process is not read, 
each member of the City Council received each registration as it was submitted. 

WORK SESSION 

1. Work Session Reports 

A. ID 20-811 Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding an update 
on the City ofDenton' s COVID-19 response. 

The item was presented and discussion followed. 

Following partial discussion, City Council to consider funding amounts/limits to the United 
Way of Denton County Barriers Fund, utility assistance funding, and increase to the COVID-
19 emergency responses and essential functions not already budgeted under Individual 
Consideration Item l.A (ID 20-812) to be considered during the Special Called Emergency 
Meeting set to follow this work session. Staff to research options available to provide 
assistance to small business and continue with updating online information/resources 
available to the public. 

The Work Session was recessed for a short break at 4:58p.m. and reconvened at 5:09p.m. 

The presentation and discussion continued. 

The Work Session ended at 5:20p.m. 
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SPECIAL EMERGENCY MEETING 

After determining that a quorum was present, the City Council of the City of Denton, Texas 
convened in a Special Emergency Meeting on Monday, April 6, 2020, at 5:20p.m. in the Work 
Session Room at City Hall, 215 E. McKinney Street, Denton, Texas. 

PRESENT: Mayor Chris Watts, Mayor Pro Tern Gerard Hudspeth and Council Members Keely 
Briggs, Jesse Davis, John Ryan, Deb Armintor, and Paul Meltzer 

ABSENT: None 

Also present were City Manager Todd Hileman and City Attorney Aaron Leal 

Note: Mayor Chris Watts, Mayor Pro Tern Gerard Hudspeth, and Council Members Keely 
Briggs, Jesse Davis, John Ryan, Deb Armintor and Paul Meltzer participated in closed 
meeting, work session, and special called meeting via teleconference under the provisions 
allowed by the Texas Government Code Section 551.127. 

The posted agenda noted the registration process for public participation at this virtual 
meeting. While citizen commentary received via the online registration process is not read, 
each member of the City Council received each registration as it was submitted. 

2. ITEMS FOR INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION 

A. ID 20-812 Consider adoption of an ordinance of the City of Denton, a Texas home-rule 
municipal corporation, superseding and replacing the Order of Council of the City Of Denton 
issued March 20, 2020 approved by Ordinance 20-740; confirming and authorizing the 
expenditure of funds; providing a repealer clause; and providing an effective date. 
ASSIGNED ORDINANCE NO. 20-812 

The item was presented and corresponded with Work Session Item 1.1 (ID 20-811) presented 
and discussed earlier in the day. 

Citizen comments received are noted in Exhibit A. All members of the City Council received 
the comments as submitted and had the opportunity to review all submissions prior to the 
start of the meeting and consider such comments when voting on the item. 

Mayor Watts announced the summary of public commentary/registrations. See Exhibit A 
for details. 

• 11 online comments: 8 in Support and 3 in Opposition 
• 3 call-ins: 3 in Support and 0 in Opposition 
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With no other callers in the queue and the public comment period closed, the meeting was 
recessed for a short break at 6:33p.m. and reconvened at 6:48p.m. 

Discussion continued. 

Council Member Davis moved to adopt the item to include/change the proposed item as 
noted on the redraft provided via email at 6:49p.m. which detailed changes requested during 
the Work Session held earlier in the day as follows : 

• Additional $50,000 to utility assistance funds; 
• Release balance to Barriers Fund for UWDC; 
• Additional $50,000 added to COVID-19 assistance fund; 
• Additional $200,000 to expenditures to City Manager for use in addressing 

emergency responses and essential functions; and 
• Allow renters to make late payments if their benefits have been delayed. 

Motion seconded by Council Member Ryan. 

Following discussion, Council Member Meltzer moved a friendly amendment to include, 
within the Order, a request to Governor Abbott to schedule a Special Legislative Session to 
address special needs resulting from COVID-19. 

Following discussion, the friendly amendment was withdrawn as City Council consensus 
was for staff to present a resolution to this effect under an Emergency Meeting the next day 
(April 7th) to be held prior to the start of the scheduled Regular Meeting. 

Mayor Watts called the vote on Council Member Davis' motion to amend the item as noted 
earlier and seconded by Council Member Ryan. Motion carried. 

A YES (6): Mayor Watts, Mayor Pro Tern Hudspeth, and Council Members Briggs, Davis, 
Ryan, and Meltzer 

NAYS (1 ): Council Member Armintor 

Staff to obtain additional data on total funds spent to date on utility assistance and how many 
have been assisted as well as send out a press release on rental assistance resources. 
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With no other business, the meeting adjourned at 8:18p.m. 

CHRIS WATTS 
MAYOR 
CITY OF DENTON, TEXAS 

ROSARIOS 
CITY SECRETARY 
CITY OF DENTON, TEXAS 
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April 6, 2020 City Council Emergency Meeting- EXHIBIT A 
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NOTE: Comments for those citizens addressing the City Council nrc an abbreviated summary. 






